
Small Group Week 2 
 
 
Context:  We are in the first 1/3 of the book of Acts (chapters 1-7) that takes place in Jerusalem.   
 

• Acts 1 - Jesus ascends into heaven, and his followers wait in Jerusalem  
• Acts 2 – Jesus’ followers receive the gift of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost 
• Acts 2-4 - Peter preaches two sermons and at least 5,000 decide to put their trust in Jesus Christ 

and are baptized.  
• Acts 3-4 - Peter and John miraculously encounter a lame man, who receives healing from the 

Lord, and they are put in jail because the Jesus’ movement is a threat to the corrupt Jewish 
leaders who are trying to keep their positions of power.  

• Acts 4 - Persecution begins at this point and it only prompts Jesus followers to ask for more 
boldness from the Lord as they seek to spread the good news of Jesus to the masses.  

  
The Believers Share Their Possessions 
  
Acts 4:32-37 (NIV)  
32  All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, 
but they shared everything they had.  
33  With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace 
was upon them all.  
34  There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses 
sold them, brought the money from the sales 35  and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to 
anyone as he had need.  
 

36  Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of 
Encouragement), 37  sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles' feet.  
 
Ananias & Sapphira  
 
Acts 5:1-11 (NIV)  
1  Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property.  
2  With his wife's full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put 
it at the apostles' feet.  
 

3  Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy 
Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4  Didn't it belong to you 
before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of 
doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God."  
 

5  When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had 
happened.  
6  Then the young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him.  
 

7  About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened.  
8  Peter asked her, "Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?" "Yes," she said, "that is 
the price." 9  Peter said to her, "How could you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of the 
men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also."  
10  At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, finding her dead, 
carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11  Great fear seized the whole church and all who 
heard about these events.  



 
 
 Questions:   
 
Leader:  You may want to follow up to see if there have been any answers to prayer that can be 
shared – big or small.  Hearing these stories will build our faith.   
  
 

1. In Acts chapter 5, verses 5 & 11 we read about a great fear that seized those who heard 
about these two people dying rather suddenly.  One of the most common things we see 
God saying to people is, “Do not fear.”  (see Isaiah 41:10).   God seems to be the one 
exception as an object of our fear -    

 
Deuteronomy 10:12-15 (NIV)  
12  And now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you but to fear the LORD your 
God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul, 13  and to observe the LORD's commands and decrees that I am giving you 
today for your own good? 14  To the LORD your God belong the heavens, even the highest 
heavens, the earth and everything in it. 15  Yet the LORD set his affection on your forefathers 
and loved them, and he chose you, their descendants, above all the nations, as it is today. 
 
So, does this mean we can’t get close to God or see him as one who sets his affections on us? 
Is this fear of God different than fear of other things in this life (e.g. fear of dying, fear of failure, 
fear of being rejected or abandoned, etc).  If you say it is different, what makes it different?   
 
 
Follow up question:  Understanding the true nature, the Holiness of God, moves us to see our 
short comings (our sin) as more and more dreadful.    
 
2 Corinthians 7:1 (NLT)  
1  Because we have these promises, dear friends, let us cleanse ourselves from everything that 
can defile our body or spirit. And let us work toward complete holiness because we fear God.  
 
Does this mean that the more we learn about the true nature of God the more we will be 
motivated and passionate to live a life of holiness?   
 
 

 
2. How do you view money and possessions?  Are they a burden to try to manage?  Does it 

seem like there’s never enough money & stuff?  Does it feel like your money controls 
you or do you feel like you are the one “telling your money where to go?”    

 
 
 

3. How do you feel about helping and giving to those in need around you?  Does it make 
you nervous to trust the leaders of the church to make sure people in need are helped 
adequately?  Is it hard for you to give because you have been hurt by others who didn’t 
use the money for what you gave it for?  (If so, this might be something to pray for those 
who are still carrying pain around situations like this)     


