
Small Group Week 6
Group leader: After welcoming folks, ask the group if they would be willing to open 
your time together with a minute or two of silent prayer – the goal being to create space 
for Jesus to soften our hearts to him and time for our souls to settle into our time together. 
Then read Acts 9:1-22 to the group or let a volunteer read it. 

Acts 9:1-22 – Read Aloud
1 Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the 
high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any 
who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he 
was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 
4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 
5 He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But 
get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7 The men who were traveling 
with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. 8 Saul got up from the 
ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and 
brought him into Damascus. 9 For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 

10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, 
“Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the 
street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this 
moment he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his 
hands on him so that he might regain his sight.”  

13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has 
done to your saints in Jerusalem; 14 and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all 
who invoke your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have 
chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; 16 I myself 
will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17 So Ananias went and 
entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who 
appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled 
with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight 
was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he regained his 
strength. 

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20 and immediately he began to 
proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 21 All who heard him were 
amazed and said, “Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem among those who invoked 
this name? And has he not come here for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief 
priests?” 22 Saul became increasingly more powerful and confounded the Jews who lived in 
Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Messiah. 

Possible Discussion Questions



Group leader: You may want, after reading Acts 9:1-22, to simply ask: “What stands out 
to you in this text?” and let the conversation unfold. Often the Holy Spirit gives unique 
insights to each person in these settings. Then you can ask some/all of the following 
questions (or questions of your own) to guide the discussion.

For those who want to focus on Ananias, here are some potential questions:
1. Verse 13: Ananias explains why he would rather not go and pray for Saul’s healing – 

Saul is the enemy of the church and the last person he would want to run into. Is there 
someone in your life who gives you fear/anxiety?  How can you see them the way 
God does? How will you pray with hope for their change of heart?

2. Verses 15-17: After some initial conversation, Ananias answers Jesus’ “Go” with 
obedient action.  Is there something Jesus has been asking you to do recently that 
requires your obedience, even though you may not fully understand?  Describe the 
tension and discomfort that Ananias had to face in order to obey God. 

For those who want to focus on Saul, here are some potential questions:
3. Verses 8-9: Imagine you are Saul during the 3 days in Damascus while he was blind 

and neither ate nor drank (humans can go 3 weeks without food, but only 3-4 days 
without water). Have you ever had a moment where you were wrestling with God/
yourself on this level? What sort of questions were you wrestling with? What 
emotions were you feeling? 

4. Verse 19: After Saul’s sight is restored, he is with the disciples in Damascus and then 
he begins preaching that Jesus is the Messiah. Describe the barriers Saul had to push 
through to do this. What can you gather about Saul’s character that he “switched 
sides” so quickly and publicly? How does Saul’s response challenge you?


